The development of and recent trends in occupational health in Singapore.
Occupational health in Singapore developed largely over the past 10-15 years. The rapid progress in general awareness, personnel, services, education and research, is described. The role of Singapore as a regional centre for education, consultancy service and research is increasing. The development and functions of government agencies, the University, statutory boards and voluntary organizations are discussed. Common occupational diseases include pneumoconiosis, metal poisoning, occupational dermatitis, noise-induced deafness and psychological disturbances. Evidence suggests gross under-reporting of these conditions. About 150 research papers concerning occupational health in Singapore have been published so far. There can be little doubt that the importance of the discipline will gather even greater momentum in Singapore in the future.